
Introduction to Statistical Ideas and Methods

The Process of Statistical Tests in SPSS

This document shows how to perform statistical testing in SPSS. We will show how to find p-
values for proportions and means of distributions. There are no built-in functions for proportions
in SPSS, and therefore we will use a calculator with appropriate formula to get p-values. For
this document we need ‘Skeleton’, ‘Age change’ and ‘Temperature’ data sets. It is assumed that
you have managed to upload all these data into SPSS (please refer to ‘Data sets import in SPSS’
document for detailed explanation).

Hypothesis Testing for Proportions

We start this section with the Mayor support example. Remember that a survey of 1046 people
was conducted and the sample proportion of support for Rob Ford mayor was 0.42. The goal is
test whether the true proportion of the population is 0.5 (null hypothesis) versus that it is less than
0.5 (alternative). To make such a statistical test, open a new data file and in the ’Variable View’
section we introduce some variables (similar to confidence intervals and sample size calculation) :

Make sure that the ’Measure’ for each variable is ‘Scale’. Now in the ‘Data View’ we enter
statistics of this problem:

We will do two tests with null hypothesis 0.5 and 0.44 simultaneously to save some time. Next
we will use formulas from the video lectures to find z-statistic and the p-value. First go to Trans-
form > Compute Variable

Then enter the following expression and save it into ‘Zstat’ variable:

Click OK, next once again we open the calculator and enter this formula:

Here ‘CDF.NORMAL’ computes probability below the z-statistic which is what we need since
the alternative hypothesis is that the true proportion is less than null. To finish click OK and we
have the results:
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The p-value for p0 = 0.5 null hypotheses is essentially zero and therefore we reject null and
conclude that the true proportion is less than 0.5. However the p-value for p0 = 0.44 is 0.096 which
is considered as not significant and hence we cannot reject this null hypothesis.

Next consider the ‘Flipping the bottle cap’ example. Here a bottle cap was flipped 1000 times
and proportion of Red was 0.576. We want test whether the true proportion is 0.5 or it is not 0.5
(the alternative here is non-directional). First we fill the table:

Next we find ‘Zstat’ as before using the calculator:

To get the p-value for non-directional alternative we must find probability above this z-statistic
and multiply it by 2. The most convenient way to find it, is by following expression:

’Abs’ here is the absolute value. Finally we get the results:

The p-value is almost zero and therefore we reject the null hypothesis that the true proportion
of red is 0.5 and conclude that it is not 0.5.

Hypothesis Testing for Means

We start this section with the ‘Age change’ data set.

These data record by how many years a subject looks younger after a plastic surgery. We want
to test whether the true mean is 0 (plastic surgery does not make any difference) versus that it is
greater than 0 (people look younger after surgery). It is very easy to do in SPSS. Go to Analyze
> Compare Means > One-Sample T Test
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Send the variable across using the arrow:

Note that the ‘Test Value’ is zero by default; click OK and the next results are produced:

We observe that the t-statistic is larger than 18 which is very large and degrees of freedom is
59. The most important here, is that two sided p-value is almost zero (SPSS finds only two sided
p-values). Since we want one sided p-value (true mean is greater than 0) than it would be just half
of the two sided one. In either case the p-value is tiny and hence we reject null hypothesis and
conclude that plastic surgery does make people look younger.

Next let’s analyze the ‘Skeleton’ data set:

In this example the goal is to test whether the true mean of difference between actual and
estimated age is 0 or not. We concentrate on ‘DGerror’ variable. Imitating the above procedure
we get the next table:
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The t-statistic is approximately −20 which is very small and consequently the p-value is almost
zero. Based on the p-value we reject null hypothesis and conclude that the true mean of ‘DGerror’
is not 0.
We finish this section with the ‘Temperature’ data set which consists of body temperatures in
Celsius of 130 subjects.

We want test whether the true average body temperature is 37 or not. As usual go to Analyze
> Compare Means > One-Sample T Test, move the variable to the right window and enter
’37’ in the ‘Test Value’ option:

Click OK and get:

Note that the two sided p-value is very small and therefore we reject the null hypothesis and
conclude that the actual average body temperature is not 37 degrees Celsius.
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